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Bio: Born Gerald Arthur McWorter, Professor Alkalimat is the great great grandson of Free Frank McWorter, 

founder of New Philadelphia, the3 first town legally set up by an African American.  After earning a PhD in 

Sociology from the University of Chicago, he has taught and lectured at many institutions including Fisk 

University, University of California, University of Peking, and University of Ghana.  His activism in the Civil 

Rights Movement included being the Chairperson of SNCC in Chicago and working with Dr. King during his 

activities in Chicago.  He is currently Professor Emeritus of Africana Studies and Information Science at the 

University of Illinois.  Recent books include New Philadelphia (2018), The History of Black Studies (2021), and 

The Future of Black Studies (2022).  His next book will be The History and Future of Malcolm X. 

 


